CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1881

Introduced by Assembly Member Laird

January 23, 2006

An act to amend Sections 65591.2 and 65591.5 of, and to repeal
Section 65593 of, the Government Code, relating to water conservation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1881, as introduced, Laird. Water Conservation in Landscaping
Act.

The Water Conservation in Landscaping Act requires the Department
of Water Resources to appoint an advisory task force to work with the
department to draft a model local water efficient landscape ordinance
that local agencies may adopt, requires the task force to submit the
ordinance to the department on or before May 1, 1991, and requires the
task force to cease to exist on the date the department adopts the model
ordinance or January 1, 1992, whichever occurs first.

This bill would repeal provisions regarding the advisory task force.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 65591.2 of the Government Code is
amended to read:

65591.2. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(@) The waters of the state are of limited supply and are subject
to ever increasing demands.
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(b) The continuation of California’s economic prosperity is
dependent on adequate supplies of water being available for future
uses.

(c) Itis the policy of the state to promote the conservation and
efficient use of water and to prevent the waste of this valuable
resource.

(d) Landscapes are essential to the quality of life in California
by providing areas for active and passive recreation and as an
enhancement to the environment by cleaning air and water,
preventing erosion, offering fire protection, and replacing
ecosystems lost to development.

(e) Landscape design, installation, and maintenance can and
should be water efficient.

(f) Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution specifies
that the right to use water is limited to the amount reasonably
required for the beneficial use to be served and the right does not
and shall not extend to waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable
method of use.

SEC. 2. Section 65591.5 of the Government Code is amended
to read:

65591.5. {aIt is the intent of the Legislature that the
Department of Water Resources prepare and promote the use of a
model water efficient landscape ordinance—whiek that local
agencies may adopt.
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SEC. 3. Section 65593 of the Government Code is repealed.
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